Traditional

Nehemiah 4 — Rebuilding with Opposition
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We were on holiday recently, and we were at the beach on one of the few days it wasn’t raining. And
one of my favourite things to do with the kids at the beach is to build sand castles.
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When it comes to techniques and strategies for sandcastle building, which we can argue about later
if you have strong feelings, the first and most important thing to build is the wall. I need a strong
defensive wall because I want to build close to the water, but I don’t want the waves to destroy my
creation.

R B R E Y RGP AR R, o RIRA RGN, KMTAMAR TR, a2z
HH RN, KER—HBE NG I, Iﬁ:&i@%éa; KOG T7, A9 R B iR HOR
A AE

Build the walls up. I’ve even started taking a full-sized shovel to the beach. But what always happens,
there is always opposition. The waves do not stop. Just because I’ve built the walls doesn’t mean the
waves don’t come.
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And the walls might stand for a couple of small waves. But then there’s a big wave that floods
everything. It goes around the walls and over, and there’s squealing and yelling, and the kids are
shouting too.
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Everything has been destroyed into a sloppy wet mess. So, you start again.
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Get to the point where you just feel like giving up.
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Have you ever felt like this in life? Trying to make something, build something, try hard to grow as
a disciple following Jesus, make a difference in the world for God, have a family going in the same
direction loving God, or make an impact at work. But some waves just do not stop coming.
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There is an opposition that wants to knock it all over. Opposition comes from family, friends, and
work.
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How do we respond to opposition?
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Do we respond to opposition out of our strength or God’s strength?
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Are we tempted to think that the waves of opposition are too strong to fight against? Is it just easier
to give up?
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We are in the book of Nehemiah, seeing that we have been built to build. God’s people, exiled from
Israel, have returned from Babylon and are seeking to rebuild. The focus is on rebuilding the city’s
walls and the temple to show the world how great God is.
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But there is opposition.
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Today, we will see how Nehemiah and Israel respond to this external opposition, and we’ll be
challenged as we face opposition to trust in God.
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1. Opposition fEL3%

Verse 1 of chapter 4 shows the opposition.

FA4FFH | BT T AT@ENIRE.
When Sanballat heard that we were rebuilding the wall, he became angry and was greatly
incensed. He ridiculed the Jews, 2 and in the presence of his associates and the army of
Samaria, he said, “What are those feeble Jews doing? Will they restore their wall? Will they
offer sacrifices? Will they finish in a day? Can they bring the stones back to life from those
heaps of rubble—burned as they are?”
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Sanballat was a governor of Samaria, which was formerly part of Israel. Sanballat is not just annoyed.
He is angry and greatly incensed. Often we can think that someone is angry with us specifically, but
his anger is not just directed at the people of Israel but is deeper.
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Have a look at his accusations.
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Will they restore the wall / offer sacrifices / finish in a day / bring stones back to life?
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The purpose of the building works was so that Israel could once again praise and worship God.
Sanballat knows this. Are you going to build this so you can bring sacrifices? Sacrifices so you can
praise God, worship him, make atonement and deal with your sin?
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There is an undercurrent of Sanballat against God, not just the Israelites. But they take the opposition
too
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He questions whether they can actually build it. You’ve got the wrong plan. You’re using the wrong
stones. You won’t even finish what you’ve started.
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Then Tobiah the Ammonite chimes in verse 3.
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3 Tobiah the Ammonite, who was at his side, said, “What they are building—even a fox
climbing up on it would break down their wall of stones!”
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Let’s all stand around and mock how stupid Israel is for even trying to do this. Hard when opposition
grows.
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I’ve recently been watched a show called Welcome to Wrexham. About some American celebrities
who buy a Welsh football team. And what happens when a team has a really good player? The
opposition puts extra pressure on them. Instead of 1 person defending them, it’s 2.
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Imagine if no one opposed rebuilding the walls and the temple. I wonder if that would almost dismiss
the God of Israel. Instead, people are against it — because it is significant. Because they know this
God has power.
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Opposition is not always a bad thing. It actually points out where something is going well.
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For us, what opposition are we getting?
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Are you seeking to grow following God? There will be opposition.
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When my kids see me reading my Bible, they don’t ridicule and harass me. But it might be true for
people in your family, so you feel you have to do it in secret.
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Are you seeking to make your life count and see other people’s lives changed? There will be
opposition.
BRAGZEAEFLRATHALGFATR, LHEAMMAGEFHE? ATLE,

Jesus faced much opposition. Paul had much opposition. Christians and the Christian church have
always faced opposition.
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Some of it will be to have a softer Christian life. One is Christian in name only. You’ve said you
don’t want to get drunk anymore, but come out with us. Change your view of life and be like us. Soft
opposition, peer pressure. Things that seem minor at the moment but snowball.
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Cancel culture opposition from outside. Your God is dead. Going to church is a complete waste of
time. Stop doing what you’re doing.
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Growth following Jesus, being close to Jesus, knowing him, and changing behaviour out of a desire
to have obedience. Honour and please him. Serve him in the church. Sacrificially give. Tell others
about Jesus.
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What would the Sanballat and Tobiahs of this world say?
ARG LC it S LR EAR?

You can’t. You shouldn’t do that. You want to be pure — you can’t do that. I know what you’re like.
God can’t forgive you. I went to university with you. There’s no way God could forgive you! You
want other people to know Jesus — we all know that science has defeated God.
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Yeah, Tobiah shouts, and you’re the very worst, weakest Christian I’ve ever seen. I’ve seen more
faithful and devout Muslims and Sikhs than you Christians.
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Just stop pretending now.
RAEXMNET .

As a Christian, the question is not ‘will there be opposition? It is promised. But the question is —
‘how will we respond’?
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2. Response /& %
Nehemiah has been seeking to rebuild the walls and the temple to bring glory to God and restore the
people to their country. And he’s been slammed on his plans and his God and their ability actually
to finish what they’ve started.
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How will he respond?
oGS {7 = & ?

Firstly, in prayer.
"R, FE

Verse 4
% 4 8
4 Hear us, our God, for we are despised.
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Nehemiah doesn’t get defensive, ‘we’ll be fine. We can do it. We’re great!” Or aggressive — ‘who do
you think you are? What have you built.’
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But he prays.

AT 5o
4 Hear us, our God, for we are despised. Turn their insults back on their own heads. Give
them over as plunder in a land of captivity. 5 Do not cover up their guilt or blot out their sins
from your sight, for they have thrown insults in the face of the builders.
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Nehemiah asks God to hear them and their pleas in their situation. Turn their insults back on them,
and in modern terms, says, send them to hell. Don’t deal with their sin but pour out your full wrath
on them because they are against you.
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Two really helpful things about this attitude when responding to opposition.
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1. Pray
1. #7 4%

When you’re angry and upset by opposition, turn to God in prayer. He knows our situation, and he
is the one who has the power to save us.

T B EREBERARZN, FAEFETHe LR, ol KFI09E%E, EARAA R
7 HF R

2. Trust God to fight against the opposition.
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God is the one who acts. Turn to him to see him work. Wait for him for justice or direction.
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So their first response to the opposition was to turn in prayer to the one who can defeat every enemy.
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But their second response is to act.
A8 55 A8 BB RARIAT B

Verse 6.

F 6 #
6 So we rebuilt the wall till all of it reached half its height, for the people worked with all their
heart.
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This is really important because Nehemiah doesn’t just go off half-cocked or unprepared. We’re
going to build the biggest and greatest wall ever. You’ll see Sanballat. But the first step is prayer,
and then they act.
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They also don’t just pray and sit passively. They expect God to act, but they will keep the focus on
obeying God and building the wall. And they do this with all their heart.
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Jesus is the example here for us in responding to opposition. 1 Peter 2:21-23

ARk R ANTEH LI 0548, (HFaTE) 2:21-23
Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should follow in his steps. 22 “He
committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.”” 23 When they hurled their insults
at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself
to him who judges justly.
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The one who could rightly and justly defend himself and attack his opposition chose not to because
he knew God would vindicate him. God justifies. He depends on God and stays focused on obeying
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More opposition comes for Nehemiah and Israel, sending them back to prayer and action.
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7 But when Sanballat, Tobiah, the Arabs, the Ammonites and the people of Ashdod heard that
the repairs to Jerusalem’s walls had gone ahead and that the gaps were being closed, they
were very angry. 8 They all plotted together to come and fight against Jerusalem and stir up
trouble against it.
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Again, they don’t stop because of someone else’s threats and plans for evil. There’s an interesting
detail here about the regions of the people.
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Sanballat’s group, the Samaritans, were from the North. Arabs are from the south, people from
Ashdod are from the west, and the Ammonites are from the east. They surround Jerusalem.
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God sometimes allows us to be surrounded. Paul says in 2 Corinthians, we are afflicted in every way,
but not crushed. The word “afflicted’ could mean pressed in. As if being squashed by crowds — but
not crushed.
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God allows the furnace of opposition and suffering to be hot, painful, and challenging. That’s what
is happening to Nehemiah. His enemies have gone from jeering to plotting. The heat is being turned
up. How will they respond?
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Verse 9
% 9 &
9 But we prayed to our God and posted a guard day and night to meet this threat.
9 Rin, KITTAITH9_LF7Ed, X BT84, RAZLE, EFREH-N,

They take sensible precautions to make sure that they can keep going. They focus on God, who is
their help and strength.
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Circumstances in our lives can be a mess. They can be like a heated furnace. There can be opposition
and challenge all around.

BATEFE PRI TRE—E A, T MR — Bk ta i . BRARTT AR B A,

But God is bigger than our opposition. He is bigger than our struggles. Bigger than our past. Bigger
than our pain and hurt. He is bigger than those who mock you, jeer, and plot to hurt you. God is
bigger than loss and sickness.
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We stay focussed on Him.
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Opposition to attending church, reading the Bible, or even giving to the church. It is easy to
compromise your faith and feel the need to stop because of the pressure. But that is staying focussed
on the enemy instead of the one who defeats the enemy.
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God’s plan was for them to build the walls. They didn’t change their plans based on negative criticism
and feedback. They stayed focussed on the job that God had given them. As Taylor Swift sang,
‘haters are gonna hate.” But I’'m going to shake it off and obey God. I think that’s how that song
went.
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3. Reality LK
It seems all are ready, great and straightforward.
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There is opposition. But the people focus on God and obey him.
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But life can often feel like two steps forward, one step back. Or one step ahead and three steps back.
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Because not everything is smooth sailing for Israel.
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Verse 10-12

% 10-12 &
10 Meanwhile, the people in Judah said, “The strength of the laborers is giving out, and there
is so much rubble that we cannot rebuild the wall.” 11 Also our enemies said, “Before they
know it or see us, we will be right there among them and will kill them and put an end to the
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work.” 12 Then the Jews who lived near them came and told us ten times over, “Wherever
you turn, they will attack us.”
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We’re tired. There is so much work.
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They are going to harm us and kill us.
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They are coming to attack us.
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So Nehemiah gets everyone together and strengthens them.
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Verse 14.
% 14 #
“Don’t be afraid of them. Remember the Lord, who is great and awesome, and fight for your
families, your sons and your daughters, your wives and your homes.”
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Stand and fight because the Lord is awesome, and he fights for us!
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And they back off. Verse 15. The enemies are frustrated because Israel isn’t afraid of them but trusts
in God.
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Verse 16 tells us that from then on, the work slows but continues because half of the men did the
work and half were ready to defend the walls. Nehemiah encourages them to keep working and be
prepared to fight and says in verse 20, ‘Our God will fight for us!’
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Obey God, follow him, even when there is opposition — because God is on your side. He will fight
for you.
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Brothers and Sisters. God is on our side. He has fought for us in Jesus. Not with weapons of war.
But Jesus was armed with a cross. He didn’t fight earthly enemies but death itself so we could follow
him so that we might be built not into a wall but into the family of God.
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Life is not easy. There will be opposition to following God. There will be difficult struggles and hard
days. But God has fought for us in Jesus so we can follow him.
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Conclusion 43
So, when there is opposition, know that it is good.
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Points out something good.
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In the exercise world, there is something called DOMS. Delayed Onset Muscle Soreness. I remember
digging fence post holes with Steve; the next day, the middle of my back was sore. Now, in one
sense, that made me think — I never want to do that again.
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But that pain is actually helpful. It is pointing out — this muscle has had opposition, and if you want
to keep doing that, it needs to tear to grow. And that’s painful.
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Pain and opposition are not always bad things for us.
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It points out what is good — there is opposition because I’'m reading the Bible! I should keep doing
that! Even though it hurts.
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Opposition and struggle show what is most important: will we depend on God? Or ourselves?
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